
 

 

Swiss PHD in Nursing Science Education—SPINE 
Summer School 2015 

SAVE THE DATE 

August 17-21, 2015 

 

Better data for 
better patient 

safety !  



Better data for better patient safety! 
 

In recent decades, numerous landmark reports have addressed the challenges of health care 

quality, safety, and effectiveness. One of their major recommendations relates to the fact that 

health and nursing services research must bring to the future a clear commitment for improve-

ment.  

The healthcare-associated adverse events (HAE) are specifically targeted for improvement be-

cause at least one HAE occurs in approximately 10% of all hospital stays and nearly 45% of 

these could be preventable. The financial burden for nine specific HAEs in 2011 alone was esti-

mated at 700-million € in a nationwide-hospitalization French study.
  

Nursing plays a central role in preventing HAEs and promoting better care. To undertake such 

an endeavour, reliable and valid routine data should be collected and used for describing, com-

paring, and benchmarking patients’ and systems’ outcomes. Because the imperative for patient 

safety has never been stronger, the contribution of nursing is now gaining importance for 

healthcare policy- and decision-makers. HAEs and nursing sensitive outcomes are amongst the 

new parameters being included in budget plans. This factor alone is a key determinant for im-

proving nursing interest for collecting and using valid and reliable routinely data. However, even 

if in the last decades, routine data have been shown to be a cost-effective way to measure 

quality, safety and performance, to date they are still underused in nursing research. 

The 2015 Summer School offers an opportunity to PhD students, post-doctoral fellows and   

junior faculty to be introduced to, and start working with hospital routinely collected data. This 

course will provide an overview of types of hospital data and their relevance to measure quality 

and performance, and an introduction to the understanding and use of Patient Safety Indicators 

(PSI), which were initially developed by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 

(AHRQ) in the USA. These are outcomes indicators using diagnosis codes based on the inter-

national classification of  diseases from the World Health Organization (WHO) and permit the 

identification of HAEs occurring during patients’ hospital stay (e.g., hospital acquired-infection, 

pressure ulcer, etc.). Additional approaches using other data sources are also helpful to identify 

healthcare-associated adverse events (e.g., text mining, electronic health records, or enhanced 

surveillance programs). All of these approaches will also be discussed as they play an impor-

tant role in a comprehensive safety improvement program and how such data may be used. 

Overall, the 2015 Summer School aims towards the development of critical thinking about the 

strengths and limitations of collecting, testing and using routine data for quality and safety im-

provement.  
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Date 
August 17-21, 2015 

Location 
Faculty of Biology and Medicine 

Bugnon Street, 21 

1010 Lausanne, Switzerland 

Room 7, 4th Floor (main room) 

Schedule 
Mornings: 08h30-12h00 

Afternoons: 13h30-17h30 

Time / Commitment 
7.5 hours / day class 

2-3 hours preparation per day 

30 hours preparation prior to the Summer School 

Credits (Bologna standards in European coun-

tries) 

3 ECTS 

Target groups 
Doctoral students, postdoctoral fellows, faculty 

members and researchers from all health care 

disciplines. 

Eligibility 
Participants should have successfully completed 

graduate level introductory or survey courses in 

research methodology and have basic knowledge 

in health research concepts. This Summer School 

is taught in English. 

Registration steps and deadline 

1. Application form

2. Letter of motivation (200-300 words)

outlining your interest

3. Recent CV

4. For external candidate application: a letter

from their supervisor confirming their posi-
tion as a doctoral student or postdoctoral
fellow by email to iufrs@unil.ch

5. Deadline is May 29th 2015

Chair 

Jean-Marie Januel, PhD, MPH, RN 
Epidemiologist and Senior Lecturer at the Insti-
tut universitaire de formation et de recherche en 
soins- IUFRS, University of Lausanne, and Lau-
sanne University Hospital, Switzerland. 

Jean-Marie.Januel@unil.ch 

Invited faculty 

Debra Bakerjian, PhD, FNP, RN, FAANP 
Senior Director for Nurse Practitioner and Phy-
sician Assistant Clinical Education and Practice 
and Associate Adjunct Professor, Betty Irene 
Moore School of Nursing at University of Cali-
fornia Davis, Sacramento, CA, US. 

Patrick S. Romano, MD, MPH 

Professor, General Medicine and Paediatrics, 
School of Medicine and Betty Irene Moore 
School of Nursing at University of California 
(UC) Davis, Sacramento, CA, US., Co-Editor in 
Chief, Health Services Research (HSR) 

Deborah White, PhD, RN 

Associate Professor, Senior Researcher, Asso-
ciate Dean of Research, Faculties of Nursing 
and Medicine, University of Calgary, Calgary, 
Alberta, Canada. 

Course objectives 

- Describe the different approaches used to 
measure patient safety and safety-related 
problems; 

- Understand the potential uses of hospital routine 
data and other data sources to measure patient 
safety; 

- Get knowledge about and understand the com-
mon ontology bases or terminologies used for as-
sessing and measuring patient safety in an inter-
disciplinary approach; 

- Apply international classification terminologies to 
code patient safety indicators; 

- Analyze the strengths and limitations of using rou-
tinely collected data and PSIs for patient safety 
improvement. 

M:/IFS/COMMUN/Partenaires/INS Bâle/SPINE/3. SPINE 2015/SUMMERSCHOOL 2015/Inscriptions/Formulaire d'inscription à la Summer School_3.pdf
mailto:iufrs@unil.ch
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Advanced preparation 

Prior to the Summer School, participants will be 
asked to complete a set of scientific readings and 
prepare a one-page description of the following : 
Research objective, optimal outcomes to be meas-
ured; types of routine data to be collected and 
used; specific aims for a grant if developed before 
arriving in Lausanne. Students will work individu-
ally and in groups to develop a more in-depth com-
prehension of the validity, reliability and to ad-
vance the use of a particular set of routine data  
relevant to their own field of research or profes-
sional practice. 

Course Fees 

Normal fee: CHF 1’400.- 
External PhD Students: CHF 900.- 
INS and IUFRS-Alumni: CHF 900.- 
PhD PPHS and PHD IUFRS: free 

The course fee is inclusive of course materials and 
light refreshments during coffee breaks. Fees do 
not include meals, accommodation, and travel ex-
penses. Students are expected to make their own 
arrangements as necessary. 

Material 

Students should bring their own portable com-
puters. Wi-Fi will be available free of charge. 
Course material will be provided. 

Meals 

An individual pass will be given to each participant 
in order to be able to benefit from the university 
hospital cafeteria (2-minute walk from the Summer 
School venue). 

Terms and conditions 

Seating is limited to 30 participants. All participants 
must commit to attending the full-time 5-day course. 
Only complete applications are considered. Notifi-
cation of acceptance will be emailed within 3 weeks 
of the closing date. Registration is conditional upon 
full payment of fees. 

How to pay 

Payment by invoice 

Payment of fees is due within 30 days of notification 
of acceptance or at the latest by June 30th 2015.

Evaluation 

1. Class participation: Active engagement in and

contribution to the class discussions and group
deliberations.

2. Each participant will have to present on the

followings:
 Identification of type(s) of routine data

that could be used in ones’ own research
 Present the advantages and disadvan-

tages for using these data sources.
 Specific grant aims (if appropriate).

Cancellation policy 

In case of cancellation, a written notification must 
be sent. Refund will no longer be possible after 
July 15th 2015. In any case a service fee of CHF 
50 .- will be charged. The organization cannot ac-
cept liability for personal injuries sustained or for 
loss (or damage to) property belonging to partici-
pants, either during or as result of the course. The 
organization reserves the right to make minor pro-
gram modifications, decline applications or cancel 
the course in case of insufficient registrations at 
the closing date. 

Overall course responsibility:  
Anne-Sylvie Ramelet, PhD, RN 
Professor of Nursing and Director IUFRS 
Anne-Sylvie.Ramelet@unil.ch 

mailto:Anne-Sylvie.Ramelet@unil.ch


Discover Lausanne 

Situated at the heart of the Lausanne-Morges ag-
glomeration, the capital of the canton of Vaud is in 
the throes of development, with business, urban 
planning, public transport and mobility, all sectors 
undergoing transformation. 

The fourth-largest city in Switzerland, Lausanne is 
set apart by its vocation as an Olympic city, a sus-
tainable city and a place of training and culture. A 
very popular tourist destination, the city is also 
home to many international companies, particu-
larly the headquarters of multinationals. Quality of 
life and economic attractiveness combine to multi-
ple effect ! 

  

  

  

Accomodation 

Hotels in Lausanne 

Tourist information 

MySwitzerland 

Lausanne Tourism 

Swiss University 

Contact & Questions 

Institut universitaire de formation et de recherche en 
soins - IUFRS 
Route de la Corniche 10 
1010 Lausanne 
Switzerland 
Phone: +41 (0)21 314 85 31 
iufrs@unil.ch 

 Partners 

University of Lausanne: Faculty of Biology and    
Medicine as well as

Vice-Rectorship Junior Faculty Development and  
Diversity 

Lausanne University Hospital - CHUV 

Institute of Nursing Science - University of Basel 

http://www.lausanne-tourisme.ch/hotels
http://www.myswitzerland.com/en/home.html
http://www.lausanne-tourisme.ch/en/
http://www.swissuniversity.ch/tourism-points-of-interest.htm
mailto:iufrs@unil.ch





